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We all love Sita for her quiet poise and gentle spirit.  On a personal level, she always maintains a thankful spirit and looks for the good things in people and situations.  The Armenian Church and the Badarak are supremely important to her.  It was through the teachings of the church that she has internalized private prayer in her daily life.  Praying is something she can do when she works, eats, or plays.  She believes that God loves to hear His people pray.  It was with this spirit that she made a decision.  

 

Sita knew that everyone who lit a candle at the candle stand at the back of the church would want to say very personal and private prayers.  Perhaps the highest form of prayer is the intercession for others.  Here the self is left out and we are remembering someone else.  While words used in praying often have a powerful affect on people, she believed that individuals would find more significance in their prayers if they had an icon to look at as they lit candles, stood, and silently prayed for others.   

 

So Sita set out, and eventually found, exactly the icon she wanted in a book titled Armenian Treasures of Etchmiadzin.  With the help of Francis Bulbulian, she hired the same artist, who painted the icon of the Blessed Virgin Mary over the altar, to paint and frame our life sized icon of Jesus.  The next time you walk into the church look across the church and notice that Jesus looks directly at the individual standing in front of the candle stand.  This was intentional.  Thanks to Sita’s personal inspiration and her belief in the power of prayer, we can be more conscious of being in the presence of God as we light candles and enter the church. 

 

The Armenian words behind Jesus’ head are “Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and I will give you rest.”  Matthew 11 verse 28
 
 
