Today’s Scripture Readings

Is 54:11-55:13.  2 Cor 6:1-7:1.  Lk 15:1-32.
Today’s Gospel Reading


Now the tax collectors and sinners were all drawing near to hear him.  And the Pharisees and the scribes murmured saying, “This man receives sinners and eats with them.” 


So he told them this parable:  “What man of you, having a hundred sheep, if he has lost one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and go after the one which is lost, until he finds it?  And when he has found it, he lays it on his shoulders, rejoicing.  And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and his neighbors, saying to them, `Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost.'  Just so, I tell you, there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine righteous persons who need no repentance.


“Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin, does not light a lamp and sweep the house and seek diligently until she finds it?  And when she has found it, she calls together her friends and neighbors, saying, `Rejoice with me, for I have found the coin which I had lost.'  Just so, I tell you, there is joy before the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”


And he said, “There was a man who had two sons; and the younger of them said to his father, `Father, give me the share of property that falls to me.'  And he divided his living between them.  Not many days later, the younger son gathered all he had and took his journey into a far country, and there he squandered his property in loose living.  And when he had spent everything, a great famine arose in that country, and he began to be in want.  So he went and joined himself to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him into fields to feed swine.  And he would gladly have fed on the pods that the swine ate; and no one gave him anything.  But when he came to himself he said, `How many of my father's hired servants have bread enough and to spare, but I perish here with hunger!  I will arise and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me as one of your hired servants.'”  And he arose and came to his father.  But while he was yet at a distance, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and embraced him and kissed him.  And the son said to him, `Father, I have sinned against heaven and before you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.'  But the father said to his servants, `Bring quickly  the best robe, and put it on him; and put a ring on his hand, and shoes on his feet; and bring the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and make merry; for this my son was dead, and is alive again; he was lost, and is found.'  And they began to make merry.


“Now his elder son was in the field; and as he came and drew near to the house, he heard music and dancing And he called one of the servants and asked what this meant.  And he said to him, `Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because he has received him safe and sound.'  But he was angry and refused to go in.  His father came out and entreated, but he answered his father, `Lo, these many years I have served you, and I never disobeyed your command; yet you never gave me a kid, that I might make merry with my friends.  But when this son of yours came, who has devoured your living with harlots, you killed for him the fatted calf!'  And he said to him, `Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours.  It was fitting to make merry and be glad, for this your brother was dead, and is alive; he was lost, and is found.'”
Announcements

Guest Celebrant: This morning Rev. Fr. Mampre Kouzouian from Cambridge, MA will be the guest celebrant and preacher.  He is coming here from his winter home in Florida. Please join us in worship and in welcoming Fr. Mampre’s return to our community.
Remember in Prayer: Prayers for good health are requested for Peggy Merjanian and Harry Tashjian.
Lectors: Today’s Holy Scripture will be read by the following:

Epistle – Avetis Toghramadjian, Gospel – Bill Oyler, Gospel in Armenian – Dn. Manuk Malkhasyan.

Holy Communion will be suspended on this Sunday and for the rest of Great Lent.  If someone has a great need to receive, that can be arranged privately with the priest.
Fellowship: Today’s fellowship is sponsored by Gregg Dourgarian. If you would like to sponsor a fellowship please use the signup sheet.

Special Evening Services on Wednesdays: During the all weeks of Great Lent (40 days), on Wednesdays, from 8:00pm to 9:00pm, there is going to be held Special Evening Services. Everyone is welcome to attend, to pray and to enjoy the ancient hymns and prayers of our beloved Mother, the Armenian Church.
Sunday School and ACOM Armenian School: Sunday School and Armenian language lessons will be held today after the fellowship.  

Women’s Guild: St. Sahag’s Women’s Guild is updating its mailing list.  All current members and potential new members are urged to email Julia Sandstrom at jgsandstrom@msn.com or call her at 651-430-9125 to update there preferred contact information.  

Saint Sahag School of Music: The Saint Sahag School of Music provides professional instruction in piano and flute.  Anyone interested in taking lessons may contact Stepan Khachatryan or the Church Office for more information.
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Diocesan Programs: The Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America is offering a number of programs to the faithful in the Armenian Church. These include the ACYOA Leadership Conference, the 2009 ACYOA Armenia Service Program, a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem and the College Ministry’s Alternative Spring Break trips.  If you are interested, please contact Parish Council Chairman, Steve Scallen for more information about any of these programs.
Calendar of Events: Please make note of the following activities and mark your calendars accordingly.
March 2009

8                                  Rev. Fr. Mampre Kouzouian – Guest Celebrant

15


Rev. Fr. Dajad Tsaturyan – Guest Celebrant
April 2009

5                                  Palm Sunday

12                                Easter

18                                Women’s Guild:  Easter Lamb dinner

Please contact Parish Council Chairman, Steve Scallen or Deacon Manuk Malkhasyan with any additional community activities so they may be included in the calendar of events.
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