Today’s Scripture Readings

Isaiah 66:1-24, Colossians 2:8-3:17, Matthew 22:34-22:39
Alleluia, Alleluia.  Make a joyful noise to the Lord, all the lands!

Serve the Lord with gladness!  Come into his presence with singing!

Know that the Lord is God!  It is he that made us, and we are his;

we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  Enter his gates

with thanksgiving, and his courts with praise!  Give thanks to

him, bless his name!  For the Lord is good; his steadfast love

endures forever, and his faithfulness to all generations.

THE HOLY GOSPEL OF JESUS CHRIST ACCORDING TO MATTHEW

Concerning our Lord Jesus Christ:


But when the Pharisees heard that he had silenced the Sadducees, they came together.  And one of them, a lawyer, asked him a question, to test him.  “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?”  And he said to him, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.  This is the great and first commandment.  And a second is like it, You shall love your neighbor as yourself.  On these two commandments depend all the law and the prophets.”


Now while the Pharisees were gathered together, Jesus asked them a question, saying, “What do you think of the Christ?  Whose son is he?”  They said to him, “The son of David.”  He said to them, “How is it then that David, inspired by the Spirit, calls him Lord, saying, `The Lord said to my Lord, Sit at my right hand, till I put your enemies under your feet'?  If David thus calls him Lord, How is he his son?”  And no one was able to answer him a word, nor from that day did any one dare to ask him any more questions.


Then said Jesus to the crowds and to his disciples, “The scribes and the Pharisees sit on Moses' seat; so practice and observe whatever they tell you, but not what they do; for they preach, but do not practice.  They bind heavy burdens, hard to bear, and lay them on men's shoulders; but they themselves will not move them with their finger.  They do all their deeds to be seen by men; for they make their phylacteries broad and their fringes long, and they love the place of honor at feasts and the best seats in the synagogues, and salutations in the market places, and being called rabbi by men.  But you are  not to be called rabbi, for you have one teacher, and you are all brethren.  And call no man your father on earth, for you have one Father, who is in heaven.  Neither be called masters, for you have one master, the Christ.  He who is greatest among you shall be your servant; whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and whoever humbles himself will be exalted.


“But woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, Hypocrites! because you shut the kingdom of heaven against men; for you neither enter yourselves, nor allow those who would enter to go in.  Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for you traverse sea and land to make a single proselyte, and when he becomes a proselyte, you make him twice as much a child of hell as yourselves…

Announcements

Celebrant: This morning Rev. Fr. Hrach Sargsyan will be the celebrant and preacher. Please join us in worship.

Lectors: Today’s Holy Scripture will be read by the following:

Epistle – Cindy Asaad; Gospel – Bill Oyler 

Fellowship: Today’s fellowship is sponsored by Women’s Guild. If you wish to sponsor a fellowship please use the sign-up sheet to do so.  

SIGN-UP SHEET:  Dear Parishioners please put your name on the signup sheet for the Scripture readings for Sundays. 

 

ACYOA Day: Palm Sunday, March 28 is the  ACYOA (Armenian Church Youth Organization of America) day throughout Eastern Diocese. This day our young parishioners get a chance to present the functions of their organization as well as to use the opportunity to raise funds. There will be a luncheon prepared by the youth and served to our parishioners, also bake sale. Please encourage your children to participate ages 15-29 so the day can be celebrated in due and with all the encouragements that are well deserved. 

Women’s Guild: Dear Women, we are very much looking for volunteers to take responsibilities and leadership roles within the Women’s Guild. There are lots of functions within Women’s Guild where you can have an important and helpful role. WG upcoming events:

1. March 21st Soup Potluck

2. March 23rd Baking day/Potluck/ Meeting

3. March 28th Baking Sale

4. April 10th Easter Dinner 

5. April 30th –May 2nd 24th Annual Women’s Guild Assembly 

6. November 14th Children’s Fair  

For all other details and additional information feel free to contact Dana Nyholm by email, or by phone: dana_nyholm@hotmail.com, phone: 612-816-0255. 

Prayers for the sick: Please remember in your prayers all those who are ill or recovering from illness. May God strengthen their souls so that they may overcome this difficult time of their lives.
 

If you know anyone that needs our special prayers, please contact Rev Fr. Hrach by each Thursday so that their names are included in the Bulletin.

Christian Studies: Every Thursday from 6:30pm-8:30pm join us for evening worship and Christian Studies with Fr. Hrach. 

ACOM Armenian Language classes: Eastern Armenian language classes are scheduled on the last two Sundays of every month. Classes are held upstairs after lunch, at 1:00pm with Mariam Khachatryan. Any further changes regarding day and time will be announced ahead of time.

Saint Sahag School of Music: The St. Sahag School of Music provides professional instruction in piano and flute.  Anyone interested in taking lessons may contact Maestro Stepan Khachatryan or the Church Office for more information.

Diocesan Programs: The Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America is offering a number of programs to the faithful in the Armenian Church. Please contact Fr. Hrach Sargsyan for more information about any of these programs.

Office Hours: Tuesday through Friday from 10:00am-3:00pm
Fr. Hrach is available 24 hours for spiritual guidance and support. 
	The Divine Liturgy begins promptly at 10:30 a.m.




Please feel free to contact Fr. Hrach Sargsyan with any additional community

activities so they may be included in the calendar of events.
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GREAT LENT

SUNDAY OF ADVENT
(Sixth Sunday of Lent)
¶²Èêîº²Ü ÎÆð²ÎÆ
Rev. Father Hrach Sargsyan, Pastor
203 North Howell Street St. Paul, MN 55104

     Church Office (651) 603-1940; Pastor’s cell phone (248) 631 6272   

Email: saintsahag@aol.com; Website: www.saintsahag.com
Calendar of Events: Please make note of the following activities and mark your calendars accordingly. 

-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-..-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-.-

	March21th

Today

	10:30am Divine Liturgy. Sunday of Advent

1:00pm “The Architectural Transformation of St. Sahag Armenian Church”; speaker: Francis Bulbulian, FAIA Vice President. Women’s Guild Potluck followed by his talk. 

1:00pm ACOM Armenian language classes with Mariam    Khachatryan                                                                                                       

	March 25th
Thursday

	 7:00pm Lenten Evening Service and Christian Studies; Spiritual Journey toward Easter.



	March 27th

Saturday

	10am-2pm WG Baking day/potluck/meeting                                                        

	March 28th

Sunday

	10:30am Divine Liturgy. Palm Sunday

12:00pm ACYOA luncheon/ Bake Sale                 

1:00pm   Parish Council Meeting  
1:00pm ACOM Armenian language classes with Mariam    Khachatryan                                                                                          
                                   


.

SAINTS AND FEASTS OF THE WEEK 
	


March 20th:  Commemoration of St. Gregory the Illuminator’s torments and commitment to the pit. To read more about them visit:
 http://www.araratian-tem.am/holdetails.php?id=1797
March 21st:  Sunday of Advent. To read more about them visit:
http://www.araratian-tem.am/holdetails.php?id=1801
REFLECTION 
Yeznik Koghbatsi, Refutation of the Sects.                                                                                                         
WHAT IS THE SOURCE OF EVIL? EVIL, CONTRARY TO THE BELIEFS OF VALENTINUS, THE GNOSTICS, MANICHEANS AND PHILOSPHICAL DUALISTS, IS NOT AN ENTITY OR FORCE. (1.4) Some might ask: If God is the creator of good things, then from where are the disharmonies and imbalances which cause earthquakes and floods? From where are the darkness and cold and heat which discomfort man, and from where are the evils which men perpetrate against one another? What causes all this evil, if not a force of evil, which is their source and creator? It is unthinkable that evil acts and events are the work of [p.20] a good God. For this reason there are people who believe, mistakenly, that along with God there was also Matter (called hiulé from the Greek), from which God created all things and beings. Furthermore, they believe that all evil arises from this shapeless, directionless, imperfect Matter. God saw that it was in need of shaping. Like a skilled architect, He used what He could to shape the good things and threw away the material which was unfit for His creations. They say that the Matter that was thrown away is the source of evil. MATTER AS THE SOURCE OF EVIL: REFUTATION 1 TWO UNCREATED, PRINCIPAL ENTITIES--GOD AND MATTER--ARE INCOMPATIBLE WITH LOGIC. (1.5) It is true that the evils of the world have misled many people into the false belief that there must be a creator of Evil as well as a creator of Good. Some people for this reason have wanted to suppose that there is another eternal force which exists besides God; others, that there is inert matter; still others have given up on the problem entirely. But we, out of love for our friends and because of the mistaken views of our opponents, are obliged, within our bounds and with the help of God's grace, to undertake this study, confident that our readers will be open-minded and straight-thinking. In this way, our readers will learn the truth, and we will no longer have to waste words showing them that these misconceptions about God are unworthy of belief. to be continued…..                                                                           
LENTEN RESOURCES
http://www.armenianchurch.net/worship/lent/narek/6sunday.html
http://www.armenianchurch.net/pdf/LentenResourceWeek6.pdf 

http://www.armenianchurch.net/worship/lent/index.html  
EDUCATIONAL 
Fasting During Lent: During Lent we are like athletes in training to "fight the good fight" and "finish the race" as St. Paul expressed it.  What we do externally can affect our inner condition.  So we take on an outward discipline that will balance the inward discipline of Lent.  Part of that outward discipline is fasting.  Like the strict regimen of athletes, it is meant to strengthen and firm our spiritual self.                                                                                            The Church's rules prescribe that for 40 days preceding Palm Sunday we abstain from all animal products: meat, poultry, eggs, and milk (If one does not have health issues) but most importantly we should fast spiritually abstaining ourselves from our bad habits  and from committing sins.  We should also as much as we can  refrain from parties, movies, and frivolous entertainment.  In our day, many find this difficult, but every faithful Christian can do the following to remain in the spirit of Lent:                                 

1.Keep Wednesdays and Fridays as fast days.                                                                                 2.Cut down on outside activities.                                                                                                      3. Put aside a regular and consistent amount of time daily for private prayer, and for reading the Bible and spiritual books.                                                                                              4. Attend all Lenten church services faithfully.                                                                              5. Receive the sacrament of Penance by self-examination, confession, repentance, and positive decisions.                                                                                                                      6. Make a family effort to incorporate these things into each member's life during Lent.                                                                                                                                Remembering always that Lent is a time of solemn yet joyous preparation made so we may arrive spiritually strengthened and renewed to celebrate Easter.
Frequently Asked Questions: Armenians in America                                                                                                        
Where is the Armenian Church of America headquartered? 
The Armenian Church of America is divided into two dioceses. The Diocese of the Armenian Church of America (Eastern) is headed by Archbishop Khajag Barsamian and oversees parishes from the Atlantic Coast to Texas. It is headquartered at St. Vartan Cathedral, 630 Second Avenue, New York, NY 10016; 212-686-0710. The Western Diocese, led by Archbishop Hovnan Derderian, is at 3325 N. Glen Oaks Blvd., Burbank, CA 91504; 818-558-7474. The Canadian Diocese, led by Bishop Bagrat Galstanyan, is headquartered at 615 Stuart Ave., Outremont, Quebec, H2V 3H2; 514-276-9479.                                                                                                                       Who is the Primate and what is his role? 
The Primate is the head bishop of a diocese, who serves as the spiritual head and administrative head of the church. In the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America (Eastern), the Primate is Archbishop Khajag Barsamian.                                      
Who chooses the Primate? 
The diocesan Primate is chosen by a vote of Diocesan delegates (priests and lay community leaders elected by their parishes) during the Diocesan Assembly. The Primate serves a four-year term. The current primate, Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, was first elected on Mary 5, 1990.                                                                                            When did the Armenian Church arrive in America? 
A small number of Armenian immigrants began arriving in the United States in 1834 in search of higher education at American universities. The first Armenian Church was built in Worcester, MA, in 1891. The first Armenian clergyman had arrived earlier, in response to a petition by 300 Armenian residents of the city. By 1897, as the number of Armenian immigrants grew, there were six clergymen serving the Armenian Church in America. With the exception of Worcester, services were held in non-Armenian sanctuaries, notably Episcopalian churches. The Armenian Church of America was officially established by Catholicos Mkrtich Khrimian in 1898.
ON THE LEAVING THE SANCTUARY AFTER BADARAK

	Q. What do I say when approaching the Holy Gospel at the end of the Divine

Liturgy?


	You say:

Heeshestzeh Der zamenaym Badarakus koh.

May the Lord remember all your offerings.

The Priest answers:

Datseh Der usd srdee koom yev

zamenayn khorhoortus koh na

gadarsestseh.

May the Lord grant you according to your own heart, and fulfill all your counsel. (Psalm 20:4)

	THE KISS OF PEACE


	The GIVER says:

Kreesdos ee mech  mer haydnetsav

Christ is revealed amongst us

The RECEIVER says: 

Orhnyal eh haydootyoonun Kreesdosee
Blessed is the revelation of Christ



	THE PSALM OF DISMISSAL  

PSALM 34
	Orhnetseets uzDer hamenayn zham, hamenyn zhamorhnootyoon nora ee peran eem.

I will bless the Lord at all times, His praise shall be at all times in my mouth











