Today’s Scripture Readings

Is 65:8-25.  Phil 3:1-4:9.  Lk 17:20-18:14.
Today’s Gospel Reading


Being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God was coming, he answered them, “The kingdom of God is not coming with signs to be observed; nor will they say, `Lo, here it is!' or `There!' for behold, the kingdom of God is in the midst of you.”


And he said to the disciples, “The days are coming when you will desire to see one of the days of the Son of Man, and you will not see it.  And they will say to you, `Lo, there!' or `Lo, here!'  Do not go, do not follow them.  For as the lightning flashes and lights up the sky from one side to the other, so will the Son of Man be in his day.  But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation.  As it was in the days of Noah, so will it be in the days of the Son of Man.  They ate, they drank, they married, they were given in marriage, until the day when Noah entered the arch, and the flood came and destroyed them all.  Likewise as it was in the days of Lotthey ate, they drank, they bought, they sold, they planted, they built, but on the day when Lot went out from Sodom fire and sulphur rained from heaven and destroyed them allso will it be on the day when the Son of Man is revealed.  On that day, let him who is on the housetop, with his goods in the house, not come down to take them away; and likewise let him who is in the field not turn back.  Remember Lot's wife.  Whoever seeks to gain his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life will preserve it.  I tell you, in that night there will be two in one bed; one will be taken and the other left.  There will be two women grinding together; one will be taken and the other left.”  And they said to him, “Where, Lord?”  He said to them, “Where the body is, there the eagles will be gathered together.”


And he told them a parable, to the effect that they ought always to pray and not lose heart.  He said, “In a certain city there was a judge who neither feared God nor regarded man:  and there was a widow in that city who kept coming to him and saying, `Vindicate me against my adversary.'  For a while he refused; but afterward he said to himself, `Though I neither fear God nor regard man, yet because this widow bothers me, I will vindicate her, or she will wear me out by her continual coming.'”  And the Lord said, “Hear what the unrighteous judge says.  And will not God vindicate his elect, who cry to him day and night?  Will he delay long over them?  I tell you, he will vindicate them speedily.  Nevertheless, when the Son of Man comes, will he find faith on earth?


He also told this parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and despised others:  “Two men went up into the Temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, `God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a week, I give tithes of all that I get.'  But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, `God, be merciful to me a sinner!'  I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for every one who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”
Announcements

Guest Celebrant: This morning Rev. Fr. Mampre Kouzouian from Cambridge, MA will be the guest celebrant and preacher.  He is coming here from his winter home in Florida. Please join us in worship and in welcoming Fr. Mampre’s return to our community.
Remember in Prayer: Prayers for good health are requested for Peggy Merjanian, Harry Tashjian and Karlen Kocharyan.
Lectors: Today’s Holy Scripture will be read by the following:

Epistle – Avetis Toghramadjian, Gospel – Bill Oyler, Gospel in Armenian – Dn. Manuk Malkhasyan.

Holy Communion will be suspended on this Sunday and for the rest of Great Lent.  If someone has a great need to receive, that can be arranged privately with the priest.
Fellowship: Today’s fellowship is sponsored by Chris and Gohar Kibarian. If you would like to sponsor a fellowship please use the signup sheet.

Special Evening Services on Wednesdays: During the all weeks of Great Lent (40 days), on Wednesdays, from 8:00pm to 9:00pm, there is going to be held Special Evening Services. Everyone is welcome to attend, to pray and to enjoy the ancient hymns and prayers of our beloved Mother, the Armenian Church.

Sunday School and ACOM Armenian School: Sunday School and Armenian language lessons will be held today after the fellowship.  

Women’s Guild: St. Sahag’s Women’s Guild is updating its mailing list.  All current members and potential new members are urged to email Julia Sandstrom at jgsandstrom@msn.com or call her at 651-430-9125 to update there preferred contact information.  

Saint Sahag School of Music: The Saint Sahag School of Music provides professional instruction in piano and flute.  Anyone interested in taking lessons may contact Stepan Khachatryan or the Church Office for more information.
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Diocesan Programs: The Eastern Diocese of the Armenian Church of America is offering a number of programs to the faithful in the Armenian Church. These include the ACYOA Leadership Conference, the 2009 ACYOA Armenia Service Program, a pilgrimage to the Holy Land and the Armenian Patriarchate of Jerusalem and the College Ministry’s Alternative Spring Break trips.  If you are interested, please contact Parish Council Chairman, Steve Scallen for more information about any of these programs.
Calendar of Events: Please make note of the following activities and mark your calendars accordingly.
March 2009

22


Rev. Fr. Mampre Kouzouian – Guest Celebrant
29                                Rev. Fr. Gomidas Zohrabian – Guest Celebrant
                                    Women’s Guild: choreg sale
April 2009

5                                  Palm Sunday. ACYOA Blood Drive
12                                Easter

18                                Women’s Guild:  Easter Lamb dinner

May 2009

9                                ACYOA Dinner Party
Please contact Parish Council Chairman, Steve Scallen or Deacon Manuk Malkhasyan with any additional community activities so they may be included in the calendar of events.
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