Today’s Scripture Readings

Isaiah 40:18‑31, Hebrews 4:16‑5:10, Luke 18:9‑14
Today’s Gospel Reading



He also told his parable to some who trusted in themselves that they were righteous and despised others:  “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and the other a tax collector.  The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, `God, I thank you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax collector.  I fast twice a week, I give tithes of all that I get.'  But the tax collector, standing far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, `God, be merciful to me a sinner!'  I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for every one who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself will be exalted.”

Announcements

Remember in Prayer: Prayers for good health are requested for Elizabeth Seropian, Don Steinmetz and for Peggy Merjanian.  If you would like to request prayers for someone please get their permission and contact Fr. Sahak.

Fellowship: There will be a pot luck fellowship after the Divine Liturgy.  If you would like to sponsor a fellowship please use the signup sheet.

Sunday School and ACOM Armenian School: Sunday School and Armenian language lessons will be held during the Christmas Break.  Classes will resume on Sunday, January 4, 2009.  Please see Deacon Manuk Malkhasyan or Nairy Digris for details or to register.

 Women’s Guild: The Women’s Guild meeting scheduled for today has been canceled.
Parish Assembly: We would like to encourage all members of St. Sahag Armenian Church to consider becoming participants in the Parish Assembly.  The Parish Assembly gives members of the Church the opportunity to be involved in the decision making process and in the administration of the affairs of the church.  For more information or to enroll please see Fr. Sahak or a member of the Parish Council.  
Nominating Committee: The Nominating Committee is beginning to seek candidates for office to be elected at the Annual Parish Assembly in February.  If you would like to serve St. Sahag in an official capacity please contact committee members Jeanne Andewig, Julia Sandstrom or Chacke Scallen.

Fuller Center for Housing: St. Sahag Armenian Church is still receiving donations for the Fuller Center for Housing-Armenia. If you forgot to submit your gift prior to the November deadline, you can still do so by sending a check to St. Sahag Armenian Church and noting in the memo line that it is for 'FCH-Armenia' by December 21.  Your generosity will bring warmth and joy to Armenia's working poor.

Armenian Church Documentary: A documentary entitled "Everyone Prays in Holy Etchmiadzin" will air in the Twin Cities Metropolitan Area on ABC-affiliated station KSTP on Saturday, January 4, 2009 at 2:00 pm The documentary, produced by Diva Communications under the leadership of the Eastern Diocese and the National Council of Churches, will detail the history and spiritual heritage of the Armenian Church, with a particular focus on the efforts of the modern Armenian Church to foster Christian unity and interfaith dialogue.

Pastoral Visitation and Home Blessings: If you would like to schedule a home blessing or visitation or if you know of any parishioners who are in the hospital or home bound please see Fr. Sahak during fellowship or call the church office.

Christmas Greetings: The Pastor and Parish Council wish you and your loved ones a Merry Christmas and a prosperous new year filled with God’s blessings and a Holy Nativity Season.

Calendar of Events: Please make note of the following activities and mark your calendars accordingly.
December 

21
Sunday   1:00
  Women’ Guild Meeting - Cancelled

January 2009

5
7:00

Jurakalooyts Evening Service

5
7:30 pm 
Jurakalooyts Divine Liturgy

11


The Observance of the Feast of Holy Nativity 
and Theophany of Our Lord Jesus Christ 
and the Blessing of Water

11
9:30 am 

Morning Service

11
10:30 am 

Divine Liturgy

11
12:30 pm 

Blessing of Water

Hokehankeesd Requiem Service will not be conducted on January 11.  Requests for Hokehankeesd  may be made for January 18, 2009.
Please contact Der Sahak with any additional community activities so they may be included in the calendar of events.
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