KAREKIN II, SERVANT OF JESUS CHRIST,
BY THE MERCY OF GOD AND THE WILL OF THE NATION,

CHIEF BISHOP AND CATHOLICOS OF ALL ARMENIANS,

SUPREME PATRIARCH OF THE PAN-NATIONAL

PRE-EMINENT ARARATIAN SEE,

THE APOSTOLIC MOTHER CURCH OF UNIVERSAL HOLY ETCHMIADZIN
Letter of Pontifical Blessing and Commendation to

Our Beloved and Dear Scions

of the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin,

The Honorable Mr. and Mrs. Gerard Cafesjian

of Minnesota, U.S.A.

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Cafesjian,

From the Mother See of Holy Etchmiadzin, we extend our Pontifical Blessings to you, the faithful scions of our Holy Apostolic Church.

We personally know you to be devoted Armenians, and have had the good fortune to meet with you and experience your noble spirit of patriotism and love of nation. We are well aware of your noteworthy activities directed toward the welfare of the Armenian people and the prosperity of our homeland, as well as the success of your virtuous endeavors in the blessed land of the United States. Specifically following the independence of our native homeland, you have brought your active participation to projects assisting Armenia and Artsakh, sustaining the cherished mission of nation-building through your God-pleasing philanthropy.

Today, the Cafesjian Foundation which you established, through its praiseworthy service in our national life, provides great support to various Armenian organizations. The foundation also finds new ways of building our homeland through its projects benefiting the nation, and contributions of donations and necessary resources.

Through your worthy commitments, you also support the important mission of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America, and are diligent in its renewal and vibrancy. It is especially gratifying for us to reflect on the commendable assistance you provide to the higher education of the members of the Brotherhood of Holy Etchmiadzin, as a result of which, young clergymen of our Holy Apostolic Church continue their educations at the University of St. Thomas in St. Paul, Minnesota, which shall allow them to provide their useful service in the future to the blessed calling of Armenian national and spiritual life.

Dear Mr. and Mrs. Cafesjian, in high appreciation of your noble services and kind labors, and in accord with the request of His Eminence Archbishop Khajag Barsamian, Primate of the Diocese of the Armenian Church of America (Eastern); through this Pontifical Encyclical, we hereby bestow upon you the highest medal of honor of the Armenian Apostolic Church—the Order of

SAINT GREGORY THE ILLUMINATOR

From the depths of our heart, we offer our prayers to our Lord in heaven, asking that He bless you and your family members with His bountiful graces, a long and healthy life and renewing successes to all of your virtuous works.

Be alive in the Lord, strengthened by the grace of the Holy Spirit and eternally blessed. Amen.
With Blessings,
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